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Abstract:
The Computer Science Department has been looking at an online library of student dissertations for
some years. When the University Library started to explore the provision of electronic archiving of
thesis in collaboration with the British Library, the linking of the two efforts seemed appropriate. In
collaboration with the e-integration team of Academic Services a library of several years of past
undergraduate final year dissertation in computer science has been provided. This provides the e-
integration team with access to a significant corpus of material, and users with which to gain
experience and test out their provision. It also provides computer science with a means of accessing
their online archives in a controlled manner, and for the students it provides a better alternative to
the paper library of dissertations they consulted previously.
The creation of the initial library identified several issues which would be relevant to other
departments that may wish to achieve similar archives. We will examine the gathering of the data,
the gathering of metadata, the integration with Virtual Learning Environments, the media transfer
issues and manpower issues. Funding has been sought to provide greater automation to the data
collection to enable more academic holdings to be moved to electronic archiving, but to date there
appears to be little support to further facilitate this move to more flexible use of learning materials in
flexible learning spaces and all current work has been done as an unfunded volunteer led exercise.
